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Gen. vi. latter Part 4. V. 


The ſame became mighty Men, 
which were of old Men of Re- 


noyn,. 


to which we are exhorted in 
the Service for this Occaſion, 
ss a proper Subject for this 
"1 8 Diſcourſe, how unequally 
V ſever I ſhall be able to pro- 
ſecute it; this the Solemnity of the Day 
requires. Nor is this leſs agreeable to m 
own Inclination ; for I have a ſtrong Senſe 
of the leaſt Favour I ever receivd ; their 
Memory will always be dear to me, to whom 
I owe any Share of the Benefits I enjoy, 
in a Society fo admirably conſtituted, ſo 
nobly endow'd ; Benefits, that ſet us out of 
the Inconvenience of a mcan Fortune, and 
above the uncaſy 8 of a great — 
2 ut 
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But I ſhou'd not ſpeak of Gratitude, and a 
Senſe of the Felicity of being ſecure of a 
competent Fortune, as any Thing peculiar 
to my ſelf; It is, I hope, I am confident it 
is the Spirit and Temper of the Society. 

As I am then to ſpeak on a Subject, 
which I would fo willingly, if poſſible, treat 
to Advantage, of ſomething fo deſcrvedly 
acceptable to the Audience; I could now 
wiſh to be eloquent, to be poſleſs'd, at leaſt 
for an Hour, of that moving Force of 
Words, which the Ancients had in ſuch 
Perfection, which we fo juſtly admire: Elo- 
quence, that charms and moves the Hearts 
of Men, that ſets forth common Things 
with Digaity, great ones with Luſtre. It 
has been made Uſe of indeed to form Pane- 
gyrics on Monſters, or what are like them, 
on Tyranny and Violence, Superſtition and 
Bigottry ; it has for Oſtentation declaim'd 
againſt its own Beauties, or their Source 
and Fountain, good Sence; or laboured to 
give the Shadow of Encomiums to Folly and 
Impertinence. But theſe are Abuſes and 
Diſtortions of it; it is the Part of this 
charming, whether Art or Faculty, not only 
to deter Men from what is vicious and ſhame- 
ful, and ſpur them on to what is commen- 
dable and glorious; but alfo to make preſent 
remote Ages, and revive the Memory of 
Names and Things, long buried under Si- 
lence and Oblivion; to eternize the Chara- 

&ers of Men, glorious for Probity, Goodneſs, 
| Learn- 
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Learning and Honour: It is its Buſineſs to 
paint the Beginnings, Progreſs, and Atchieve- 
ments of great Actions ; to ſhew the Por- 
traitures of illuſtrious Perfons, and noble 
Structures, when they themſelves appear 
nothing but formleſs Aſhes, and mouldering 
Ruins. And if Deſigns of this Kind are 
well purſu'd and finiſh d, they give ſuch 
Light to our Views, thro the dark Scenes 
of diſtant 'Time, as renders them not more 
agreeable, than uſeful in human Life. 

And ſurely, if flowing Sentences and 
harmonious Periods, and a more than ordi- 
nary Pomp of Words, be at any Time al- 
lowable; one wou'd wiſh to employ them 
in celebrating the noble Qualities of thoſe, 
from whom we derive fo many valuable 
Bleſſings; in difplaying the Excellency of 
their magnificent and pious Deſigns, and 
the Happinefs of their Effects; to imprint 
on us a Veneration for their Names and 
Virtues; and to infpire us with a glorious 


Ambition of imitating them ſo far as we 


may ; to quicken us in the Purſuit of thoſe 
uſeful and laudable Ends, for which their 
Munificence and Charity deſign'd us. 

But it would be raſh in me to propoſe, I 
ſhould fink under the Execution of ſuch a 
Deſign : It muſt be ſufficient to draw our 
Heroes in their natural Features; to give a 
Narrative of Matters of Fact, and niake ſuch 
Reflexions as arc plain and obvious to eve 
one that thinks at all on the Matter. 


And 
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And this perhaps will not only be a uſe- 
ful, but the only Way of treating this Sub- 
| It needs no Art to give it borrow'd 
Advantages: Artificial Lights are only ne- 
ceſſary in Pieces, that have naturally nothing 
but Gloomineſs and Shade. Warmth and 
Sun-ſhine may be felt or ſeen, but will be 
loſt, or ſuffer in the moſt elaborate Deſcrip- 
tion or Reproſentation. If we be not ad- 
mir d, we ſhall be the more eaſily credited ; 
for ſearch'd for Encomiums are apt to ſmell 
of the Lamp; and labour'd Praiſes are al- 
ways ſuſpected, often nauſeous. 

The carlieft of our Benefactors, at leaſt 
of thoſe whom Time has not laid under 
Oblivion, was Harzey de Stanton, Juſtice of 
the Common-Pleas, and Canon of Fork and 
Tells; who, more than four hundred Years 
ago, founded Michael-Henſe, a College of 
large Revenues, and the moſt ancient in 
Cambridec, after Peter-Henſe. He was a 
Perſon who had very numerous and rich 
Preferments, and had a Soul equal to them: 
He had in his Life-time built and endow'd 
his College, a genuin ſign of a noble and li- 
bcral Diſpoſition; for truly it is in it ſelf but 
a low Proof of Gencrotity, to give away to 
whatever Uſe: what we can no longer keep; 
to be free of that when we are dying, 
which we are ſordidly tenacious of while 
we live; but we foe in his Teſtament 
alſo great Infiances of the Splendour of his 
Fortune, his Munthcence and Charity. 

He 
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He there leaves conſiderable Legacies to 
his College, and the Cathedrals of which 
he was a Member, to ſeven of his * 
and to more than double the Number 
religious Fraternities; and with no leſs Ge- 
neroſity than Grandeur, be bequeaths Re- 
wards of Service to ſuch of his Eſquires as 
ſhould be in his Houſe at his Death; to his 
inferior and meaneſt Servants, and many 
other Perſons. | 
It was not long after, that another of the 
Societies, now united in this, King's- 
Hall, was founded by the victorious Hands 
of Edward the Third. It is not agreeable 
to our Profeſſion, it ſcarce becomes the 
Mouths of the Miniſters of the Prince of 
Peace, to celebrate bloody Triumphs; to give 
creditable Names to Rapine, Violence, Mi- 
ſery and Widow hood, the ſorrowful Effects 
of a ſucceſsful Invaſion: We might otherwiſe 
have mention'd, with what undaunted Bra- 
very, and ſurprizing Fortune, he attempted 
the Conqueſt of France. In this, neither 
formidable Fleets laid to obſtruct his Paſ- 
ſage, vaſtly ſuperior Numbers of the adverſe 
Party, nor whatever Obſtacles Art or Na- 
ture could throw in his Way, could pall 
his Courage, or retard his Courſe. There 
is not any Inſtance of martial Proweſs in any 
real Hiſtory, nor ſcarce in Fiction, which 
ſhines with greater Luſtre, than his Story, 
in our Annals: Witneſs the Fields of Creſſey, 
ſtain'd with the Blood of thouſands of their 


ſlaugh- 


(8) 
ſlauzhtcr'd Natives. Theſe fplendid Suc- 
ceſſes raisd his Reputation to the Height 
of Glory, thro all Fxrope. The Electors 
of the Empire choſe him King of the Ro- 
Mans ; in which, whether their Choice, or 
his Refuſal of the Dignity offer d, did him 


moſt Honour, is not cahe to determine. He 
was not indeed alone in his great Actions: 
His Queen, the beſt of Wives, raiſed an 
Army in his Abſence, to a_—_ the Scotch 
Invaders, reuted and imprifon'd their King: 
His Son, the braveſt of Men, overthrew the 
French like a Thunderbolt, wherever he 
came, and brought a ſecond King Captive 
into his Father's Dominions. England at once 
ſaw her Monarch with two mighty Princes 
in his Power, and ſaw him treat them in a 
Manner worthy himſelf and them. Was 
T hornhill to accompliſh what, the great but 
careleſs, Vario neglected, was our Library 
to be embelliſh'd with Painting, here is a 
Triumph of our Founders equal to its Roof; 
more worthy an Engliſß College, and as 
glorious and honourable to our Nation, as 
thoſe, once deſign'd for it, of Paulus Ami- 
Ius, or Ceſar, to the Romans, 
To this Foundation, Richard the 2d ap- 
propriated very valuable Mannors. It be- 
comes us to acknowledge what we owe to 
this unhappy Prince, and it grieves us that 
we cannot in Return applaud, but muſt la- 
ment his other Conduct: That miſlead oy 


of his Princely Bounty 


(9s) 
il Advice, he too ſoon loſt the favourable 
Prejudices, which his Father and Grandf a- 
ther's Virtue and Succefs had given him in 
the Minds of his Subjects. We could with 


that we could make any ſufficient Apoloy 


for what is charged upon him : We would 
have the Miſtakes and Weakneſs to which 
human Underſtanding is liable, mentioned 
to palliate what was amiſs. But it may be 
to ſay nothing of Actions fo defence- 
leſs: We cannot owe him a. Vindication 
of ſuch Proceedings: Proceedings fo like 
thoſe of a later unfortunate Reigh, that 
the remembring them may be eaſily Mi- 
ſtaken for Reflexions on it. We will 
therefore paſs them over, and repeat what 
is for his Praife, his Value for good Li- 
terature, manifeſted in his Bounty to us. 
Nor is King's-College and Eaton only in- 
debted to the Piety and Charity of Henry 
the Sixth; he ſhew d us alfo many Inſtances 
To bim, amongſt 
other Gifts, we owe ur uſeful Aqueduct. 
This Prince was indeed nothing but Good- 
neſs, Meekneſs, Innocence and Devotion. 
Good Man! but in this unhappy, that he 


had all the Saint, but too little of the 


King. But that Lamb-like Carriage, and 

i five Soul, might have charm'd even 

thy Heart, inhuman E@hceffer. Was it not 

enough that your Brother had his Crown ? 

Muſt you needs envy him a Priſon, which 

he not only made the Scat of Devotion, _ 
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ſlaughter'd Natives, Theſe fplendid Suc- 
ceſſos rais'd his Reputation to the Height 
of Glory, thro' all F:rope. The Electors 
of the Emp. re cheſe him King of the Ro- 
maus; in which, whether their Choice, or 
his Refuſal of the Dignity offer d, did him 
moſt Honour, is not cahe to determine. He 
was not indeed alone in his great Actions : 
His Queen, the beſt of Wives, raiſed an 
Army in his Abſence, to —— the Scotch 
Invaders, rauted and imprifon'd their King: 
His Son, the braveſt of Men, overthrew the 
French like a "Thunderbolt, wherever he 
came, and brought a ſecond King Captive 
into his Father's Dominions. England at once 
ſaw her Monarch with two mighty Princes 
in his Power, and ſa him treat them in a 
Manner w orthy himſelf and them. Was 
Thornhill to accompliſh what, the great but 
careleſs, V/ario neglected, was our Library 
to be embe Iliſh'd with Painting, here is a 
Triumph of our Four.ders equal to its Roof; 
more worthy an Fugliſß College, and as 
glorious and hon ourable to our & ation, as 
thoſe, once detign'd for it, of Paris Ani 
Ius, or Cicſar, to the Romans. 

To this Foundatic n, Richard the 2d ap- 
propriated very valuable Mannors. It be- 
comes vs to acknowledge what we owe to 
this unhappy Prince, and it gricves us that 
we cannot in Return applaud, but muſt la- 


ment his other Conduct: That m:ilead by 
il 
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ill Advice, he too ſoon loſt the favourable 
Prejudices, which his Father and Grandfa- 
ther's Virtue and Succeſs had given him in 
the Minds of his Subjects. We could with 
that we could make any ſufficient Apoloy 
for what is charged upon him: We would 
have the Miſtakes and Weakneſs to which 
human Underſtanding is liable, mentioned 
to palliate what was amiſs. But it may be 
beſt to ſay nothing of Actions ſo defence- 
leſs: We cannot owe him a Vindication 
of ſuch Proceedings: Proceedings fo like 
thoſe of a later unfortunate Reigh, that 
the remembring them may be eaſily Mi- 
ſtaken for Reflexions on it. We will 
therefore paſs them over, and repeat what 
is for his Praiſe, his Value for good Li- 
terature, manifeſted in his Bounty to us. 

Nor is King's-College and Eaton only in- 
debted to the Picty and Charity of Hay 
the Sixth; he ſhew'd us alſo many Inſtances 
of his Princely Bounty : To him, amongſt 
other Gifts, we owe ur uſeful Aqueduct. 
This Prince was indeed nothing but Good- 
neſs, Meekneſs, Innocence and Devotion. 
Good Man ! but in this unhappy, that he 
had all the Saint, but too little of the 
King. But that Lamb-like Carriage, and 


inoffepſive Soul, might have charm'd even 


thy Heart, inhuman Glcefter. Was it not 
enough that your Brother had his Crown? 
Muſt you needs envy him a Priſon, which 
he not only made the Scat of Devotion, = 
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of Contentment too? He dy'd indeed pi- 
teouſly, ſtabd by thy cruel Hand; but he 
will for ever live in the noble Colleges, of 
which he was the generous Founder. It 
will be the firſt Queſtion in the Mouths of 
our lateſt Poſterity, and of all Foreigners 
which ſhall viſit us, who it was that gave the 
neighbouring magnificent Chappel ; the no- 
bleſt Gothic Structure that ever was erected 
in our own, or any other Nation. 

When we next ſpeak of him, whom by 
Way of Eminence we ſtyle our Founder, it 
wou'd be a fmall 'Thing to mention that 
he had given France and Scotland numerous 
Proofs of his martial Bravery ; and all Eu- 
rope of his Learning, Magnificence and Ge- 
neroſity; much of theſe he did in common 
with many of his Predeceſſors. It is his 

uliar Praiſe to have dar'd to throw off 
and deſpiſe Catholic Impulitions, moſt anci- 
ent Superſtitions. It is an eaſy Matter for 
a Prince to ſecond the Inclinations of his 
People deſiring a Reformation; but to firike 
againſt a 'Torrent, to venture to trample 
on what the miſtaken many call ſacred, rc- 
quires a Spirit as daring, intrepid, and reſo- 
lute, as that of Henry the Eighth. It was his 
undaunted Soul that broke its Way thro 
palpable Darkneſs, a Chaos of Ignorance 
and Bigottry, for Light, Learning, and 
Truth, to enter. For this, he bravely con- 
temn'd the Diſlikes of the neighbouring 
Princes, the Seditions of his own as 

an 


VS 
and the 'Thunders of the Vatican. We 
need not, we do not pretend to vindicate 
all the Steps he took in bringing about ſo 
deſirable an End; the Actions of all, even 
of the greateſt of Men, have many Mixtures 
of human Frailty and Imperfection. But if 
ſome of his Actions are thought to need 
Apologies, they will however well admit of 
them: If he was too rugged and ſevere in 
fome of his Proceedings, it muſt be withal 
own d that it was towards the latter Part 
of his Life, when he had been ſower'd with 
numberleſs Rebellions at Home, and exaſ- 
perated by the Intrigues, Threatnings and 
Anathema's of the Court of Rome. If he 
applied not all, which a well-meaning but 
miſtaken and much abuſed Piety had con- 
ſecrated, to laudable and charitable Uſes, 
as he might have done, it is in it ſelf great- 
ly to be lamented; but conſidering his 
Circumſtances, very pardonable. It was 
neceſſary to make ſome of his great Men 
firm to a Change, to which they had 10 
Inclination; it was moſt prudent to enable 
them to defend a Reformation, who were 
willing to do it. But he ſpent no little 
Part of the Riches of the Monaſteries in 
pious and far better Uſes than the firit Gi- 
vers ever defign'd them. By theſe, he gave 
more Biſhops to our too large Dioceſes, and 
furniſh'd the new erected Cathedrals with 
proper Members and Endowments. Out of 
theſe, he gave many Profeſſorſhips to the 
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Univerſities; and in our Foundation, he in- 
creaſcd the Settlements on the Fermer, now 
united Societies, with Revenues not to be 
equall'd by theſe of any College in theſe 

Kingdoms, and perhaps by few in Europe. 
'This ample and generous Settlement was 
confirm'd to us by his Son and Succeſſor, 
Edward the Sixth ; a Prince, whoſe admira- 
ble Piety and diſtinguiſhing Parts ſeem'd 
deſign d by Providence only to give us an 

Idea of a Bleſſing which we deſerved not. 
He was follow'd in his Liberality to us, 
tho' not in his Reformation, by Queen Aary ; 
a Princeſs, like her next declaredly Popiſh 
Succeſlor, great and admirable in other Re- 
ſpects, and only unhappy thro' a blind and 
invincible Attachment to the Sce of Rome: 
Unhappy, in that it render'd all her great 
Qualities almoſt uſeleſs to her ſelf, pernici- 
ous to her People. To her we ove ſeveral 
noble Eſtates; a third of our Fellow ſhips 
and Scholarſhips; the brave Fabric, which 
now contains us, calls her its Foundreſs.— 
Alas! that we thould need to draw a Vail 
over her other Actions: That ſhe thould 
have ftaind her munificent Hands in the 
Blood of our Martyr d Biſhops! That her 
imprudent Zeal ſhould have ſufferd tle 
Kindling of thoſe Fires, that conſum'd ſome 
that ſet her on the Throne, the moſt inno- 
cent, and who might have been the moſt 
uſeful of her Subjects! I am glad, that to 
ſay any mere of Her, weu'd be a Deviation 
from 
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from my Subject; for I have all the Defe- 
rence I ought to have for the Majeſty of 
Princes; wou'd not needlefly diſturb th ir 
Aſhes; nor load them with Reflexions im- 

proper both for the Speaker and Occaſion. 
But leaving the ghaſtly Scene of Popery 
reſtor d with the Blood and Fire and Cruelty 
that attended it; let us turn our Eyes to 
Qucen Elizabeth, the Wonder and Glory of 
her Sex and Times. It was ſhe, who gave 
us our preſent Statutes; which, however 
they have been carp'd at by injudicious Men, 
will for ever do credit to their Compoſers : 
'They need no Apology, but what the appa- 
rent Change of Times and Circumſtances will 
make obvious to every thinking Man. Let 
them be but read and executed, there is no 
Fear of the ſinking of their Reputation. 
The ſame Princeſs granted the Corn Ac, the 
wiſeſt and moſt beneficial that ever was 
made for us, and our Univerſities in gene- 
ral. She was alſo Founder and Patronefs 
of Neſtminſter- H bool, from whence our Society 
receives an annual and noble Supply. IIluſtri- 
ous Queen ! for ever ſhall thy Lawrels, for 
ever the Fame of thy Wiſdom flouriſh. If 
to praiſe thee, be a ſufficient Return for the 
Favours conferr'd on us, we can never want 
Incenſe werthy thy Memory. In vain did 
Hell and Reme unite their Rage againſt 
thee; even Reme did not hate thee mere 

than it admir'd the S2gacity and Brave 
of thy Condugt. hn vain were Plots and 
. Redel- 
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Rebellions ſtirr'd up at Home; you ſtill ſtand 
untouch'd and victorious. In vain were thy 
Subjects ſet free from their Allegiance by 
Papal Abſolutions; the Papal Curſes flew 
innocently by thee, thy happy People did 
only not adore thee. Spain indeed fondly 
and blindly accepted the Pope's Donation of 
theſe Kingdoms, and loaded our Seas with 
an Armado, which too preſumptuouſly they 
had beforehand named the Þrwincible. What 
avail d all their mighty Preparations? Cou'd 
have arm'd the reſt of the Univerſe a- 
gainſt us, it had only turn'd to its Shame 
and Confuſion, as it did to theirs. We 
were ſafe under the Almighty's Protection, 
he blow d with his Mind, and they were 
ſcattered. The mighty Queen, ſecure of 
the Love of her God and her People, ſat 
unſhaken on her Throne. Holland ſhall 
for ever bleſs and revere her Memory, to 
whom, next to God and its own Bravery, 
it owes its Religious and Civil Liberties. 
Nor is it to leflen hit preſent Majeſty, to 
ſay he only treads in her Steps, when he 
makes the World ſenſible what it is to have 
a Britiſh Monarch hearty in the Proteſtant 
Cauſe; when Spain trembles at the Ap- 
ch of his Fleets, and their Thunders on 

the Baltic diſpoſe the affrighted North to 
Peace. As long as the Britiſh Name ſhall 
live in the World, till Hiſtory periſh, till 
Time be no more, the glorious Queen ſhall 
be confefs'd Superior to moſt, equal to the 
greateſt 
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greateſt Kings; out-ſhining all the illuſtri- 
ous Women with which her Age abounded; 
who has had none that ought to be named 
before her, nor ſcarce a Second. 

Her Succeſſor to this Crown, the firſt 
Monarch of the whole Brizih Dominions, 
was a Prince of very extraordinary Learn- 
ing, and a great Patron of learned Men ; 
and has left us of this Society valuable Mo- 
numents of his Royal Favour. 

We will now leave our Princes for a 
Time, and ſpeak of ſome, who had as great 
Minds, tho leſs Fortunes. And here the 
firſt Place falls very juſtly to our great Ma- 
ſter Neoz/, a Man of a Sacred and molt diſtin- 
guiſhed Character; fo eminently, fo wor- 
thily known, that he was deputed by the 
whole Body of our Clergy, to congratulate 
King James the Firſt in their Name, upon 
his Accetion to this Crown. By his Dire- 
ction and Encouragement, the College with 
admirable Contrivance, and mighty Expence 
connected the Parts of the ſeveral Buildings 
belonging to the formerly diſtin& Societies, 
into the ſpacious and ſtately Coxrt adjoyn- 
ing. To this he added the Hall, and at 
his own Charge the greater Part of that 
lofty and regular Curt behind it. He held 
with our Maſterſhip, the Deanery of Can- 
terbury : Noble Preferment ! but uncqual 
to the Merit of ſuch a Man. But it is more 
for his Honour, that it ſhould be ask'd wh 
he mounted no farther, than why he roſs 
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ſo high. And it was happy fot us, that lic 
met with ſo little Encouragement from 
Abroad; that his magnificent "Thoughts, 
and liberal Hand, was contin d within the 
Limits of the College. With us he will 
ever deſervedly bear the Name of a great 
Benefactor; great, and only ſecond to our 
Founders. 

The next of our Benefactors in Eminency 
and Time, was the pious and learned, the 
great Biſhop Hacket ; great in Learning, 
Goodneſs and Charity; in a Lite abounding 
with uſeful and mighty Liberalities. 'This 
was the generous and painful Reſtorcr of 
his Cathedral of Lichfield: 'This was the 
moſt conſiderable Contributor to our public 
Library, that late Ages have known, his 
preſent Majeſty only excepted. This was 
the kind Biſhop that rebuilt our Hoſtle, 
and apply d its Rents to the repleniſhing 
our College-Library. We have there alrea- 
dy a Proviſion of Books by no Means con- 
temptible ; but by this good Man's Munit- 
cence, we ſhall in Time have a Collection 
worthy the Place they ſtand in, one of the 
nobleſt, if not altogether the beſt Room in 
Great-Britain. | 

Our College bred the venerable Man we 
have been ſpeaking of, and to its great Ho- 
nour alfo, that Prodigy of Learning Barrozy; 
Barrow, eminent and famous, and among 
all the great Men who have been Maſters 
here, worthy to be remembred, the 2 
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of mathematical Studies amongſt us. To 
him we owe the Beginnings of the ſtately 
and glorious Fabric, the Library; by his un- 
wearied and almoſt infinite Pains, and well- 
apply'd Sollicitations, that coſtly Work went 
forward with ſmall Burden to the Society : 
A Work, the Admiration, if not the Envy 
of our Neighbours, which ſhall perpetuate 
the Memory of its great Projector and Promo- 
ter; nor ſhall Nen live longer, or be more de- 
ſervedly famous in his St. Paul s, than withus. 

Whilſt we receiv'd theſe ample Favours 
from private Hands, the Sun-ſhine of the 
Royal Favour was eithcr wholly diverted, 
or caſt but feeble Rays upon us; we have 
little Memorable, beſides Privileges granted 
to ſome of the Profeſſors, who are frequent- 
ly our Members, by the good-natur'd and li- 
beral King Charles the Secc ud. 

But I was juſt about to add, among our 
Benefactors, the late heroical King William, 


the Invincible and Immortal N. Naſſau! 


glorious and injurd Name; a Name that 
never ſounds in my Ears, but a generous 
Love to Mankind, Zeal for the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, Liberty, Victory, and Glory, and a 
thouſand other magnificent and pleaſing 
Ideas rife in my Mind. He might well have 
a principal Place here, if the Preſervation of 
Religion in its Purity, Freedom from arbi- 
trary Power and popith Superſtitions, be a 
Benefaction; if a Liberty to act according to 
our Oaths and Conſciences be ſuch · But 
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ſo high. And it was happy fot us, that lic 
met. with fo little Encouragement from 
Abroad; that his magnificent Thoughts, 
and liberal Hand, was confin'd within the 
Limits of the College. With us he will 
ever deſervedly bear the Name of a great 
Benefactor; great, and only ſecond to our 
Founders. 

The next of our Benefactors in Eminency 
and Time, was the pious and learned, the 
great Beſbop Hacker ; great in Learning, 
Goodnefs and Charity; in a Life abounding 
with uſeful and mighty Liberalities. This 
was the generous and painful Reſtorer of 
his Cathedral of Lichfield: This was the 
moſt conſiderable Contributor to our public 
Library, that late Ages have known, his 
preſent Majeſty only excepted. This was 
the kind Biſhop that rebuilt our Hoſtle, 


and — its 65 Rent to the repleniſhing 
ry. We have there alrea- 


by « Provifcn of Books by no Means con- 


3 but by this good Man's Munifi- 
we ſhall in Time have a Collection 


the Place they ſtand in, one of the 


= if not altogether the beſt Room in 
Great-Britain. 
Our 
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of mathematical Studies amongſt us. To 
him we owe the Beginnings of the ſtately 
and glorious Fabric, the Library; by his un- 
wearied and almoſt infinite Pains, and well- 
apply'd Sollicitations, that coſtly Work went 
forward with ſmall Burden to the Society : 
A Work, the Admiration, if not the Envy 
of our Neighbours, which ſhall uate 
the Memory of its great Projector and Promo- 
ter; norſhall Vren live longer, or be more de- 
ſervedly famous in his St. Paul s, than withus. 
Whilſt we receiv'd theſe ample Favours 
from private Hands, the Sun-ſhine of the 
Royal Favour was either wholly diverted, 
or caſt but feeble Rays upon us; we have 
little Memorable, beſides Privileges granted 
to ſome of the Profeſſors, who are frequent- 
ly our Members, by the good-natur'd and li- 
beral King Charles the Seccnd. 

But I was juſt about to add, among our 
Benefactors, the late heroical King William, 
the Invincible and Immortal Naſſau: Naſſau! 
glorious and injur d Name; a Name that 
never ſounds in my Ears, but a generous 
Love to Mankind, Zeal for the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, Liberty, Victory, and Glory, and a 
thouſand other magniticent and pleaſing 
Ideas rife in my Mind. He might well have 
a principal Place here, if the Preſervation of 
Religion in its Purity, Freedom from arbi- 
trary Power and popiſh Superſtitions, be a 
Benefaction; if a Liberty to act according to 
our Oaths and Conſciences be ſuch - But 
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theſe and their joyful Effects are not peculiar 

to us; we received them in common with 
the three Kingdoms, or rather, with the 
Proteſtant Name, or Bulk of Europe. 

But whilſt we are ſpeaking of Princes and 
Worthies, I had almoſt ſaid, in a leſs allow- 
able Phraſe, of Heroes and Demi-Gods: Can 
we forget the late illuſtrious Queen? the laſt 
of the Stuarts, I had called her the beſt too, 
but that ſhe had a Siſter. Is not ſhe to be 
numbred amongſt our Benefactors, who gave 
up fo conſiderable a Branch of her Revenue 
for the Relicf of our indigent Brethren of 
the Clergy? by whoſe Bounty the many too 
mean i. bike Di in the Gift of this Society 
will, in Time, be all of them valuable; 
Who has put it into our Power, if we pleaſe 
to make them ſo immediately : And there 
can be no Doubt, but amongſt other great 
Deſigns, this has ſometimes had a Place in 
our Maſter's Thoughts. We need not appre- 
hend, but that the Reſt of the governing 
Part will readily fall in with a Propoſal, fo 
much for the Benefit and Honour of the So- 
ciety. That it is in their Power, is owing 
to that late incomparable Princeſs, and to 
his facred Majeſty, who has given all poſſible 
Aſſiſtance towards rendring her Bounty effe- 
ctual: A Benefaction, the greateſt we of 
the Clergy owe to any of our Crown'd 
Heads, ſince the Reformation: Except Li- 
berty, and the Property to every Thing we 
enjoy, the Gifts Ther Predeceflor. ic 
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If it cou d be allow d to do Juſtice to all, 
even of the eminent Part of our Benefactors; 
we ought to mention beſides theſe, the great 
Arch-Biſhop Vhitgift, the moſt noble and fa- 
mous Duke of Buckinsham, the late honou- 
rable the Earl of Kent, the Ladies Fermin, 
Meld and Bromley; the worthy and bounte- 
ous Sir Edward Stanbope, the generous and 
magnificent Sir Thomas Slater, the good 
Sir Henry Puckerins, the learned and vene- 
rable Allen, Duport and Babingten; who 
have left us valuable Memorials of them- 
ſelves in our Eſtate, Plate and Books. And 
among theſe, we ſhould alfo reckon but 
I have taken upon me to celebrate the Stars, 
which are all bright and glorious, but not 
to be number'd. 

Our Benefactors have been very many, and 
their Liberalities have and will give us many 
more: What may we not expect from ſome 
who have honour' d us with their Education, 
ho have been main Supporters of the Crown, 
ſince the beginning of the preſent happy 
Conſtitution, or give us Aſſurance that it is 
like to ſuffer no Shock, at leaſt in our Times? 
If it be not too preſumptuous, it is much 
for our Honour, to take all Occaſions to 
mention our Macklesfields, our Lucas i, our 
Hartifords. For my own Part, I pleaſe my 
felf, that our Maſter is not the only Perſon 
that deſigns great Things for us; I flatter 
my ſelf that I may live to ſee our great Court 
exceed in the Loftineſs and Symmetry of its 
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Buildings all the reſt in Great-Britain, as 
much as it now does in its Area; that Bent- 
ley ſhall improve upon Neævil, as much as he 
did on his Predeceſlors; that our old ſhall 
look more of a Piece with the new Square; 
that we ſhall Silence the Boaſtings of the Ox- 
onians, and Eclipſe the Glory of Peckwater. 
To ſtir up noble Minds, to encourage fu- 
ture Benefactions, ſome little ſhou'd be, and 
it is but a little that muſt be ſaid, of the 
Excellency and Uſefulneſs of ſuch Founda- 
tions as this. 'They are intended to be the 
Seminaries of Men well-principled in Piety, 
Learning and Morals, and fitted for the Ser- 
vice of Religion and the State. That as the 
greateſt Men are but Men, and the beſt and 
wiſeſt are all equally included under the un- 
alterable Neceſſity of dying, there might be 
here a Supply to remedy human Frailty and 
Imperfection. Our Founders had it in their 
Defires, that whilſt Men were improving 

_ themſelves in ingenuous Studies, making 
themſelves equal to the Service of God and 
their Country, they might be free from 
Anxieties, above the low Care of providing 
themſeives a Maintenance; that ſome Num- 
ber of thoſe, who had made a Progrefs in 
laudable Improvements, and were honour'd 
with ſuitable Degrees, might be able to re- 
ſide here, for the governing and training up 
of others; might ſubſiſt here with Decency, 
and ſome little of Dignity. And this was 
worthy of them ; for unhappy is the, how- 
. ever 
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ever great, Probity and Learning that is 
born to be poor; naked of every Defence, 
it is expos d to all the Inſults, Indignities, 
and hard Treatment, which Pride, Avarice, 
Wickedneſs and Ignorance are profuſely la- 
viſh of. It is not a ſacred Character, nor the 
Lawn, more than the Caſſock, if its Reve- 
nues ſhould be ſequeſter d, that can protect 
from Inſolence: It is well if the wealthy 
Part even of the fame Order obfcrve all the 
good Breeding and Charity, which their 
Characters require. But our Benefactors 
have in a good Meaſure provided againſt 
this: And how eminent is their Deſert, 
how extenſive their Charity? To have 
brought up one uſeful Man, is no ſmall Ser- 
vice to the Public; to have ſincerely endea- 
vourd it, is an Action better deſerving the 
gorgeous Names of brave and heroical, than 
thoſe that uſually are ſtamp'd with them. 
To have made a few good Chriſtians, to 
have render'd a ſmall Pariſh wiſer and bet- 
ter, is, at leaſt in the Sight of God, a noble 
Action. How much more 1s it fuch, to 
have provided f{cr the Improvement of all 
future Generations; to have given Means 
for the enabling a continual Succeſhon of 
Men, to inſtruct a conſiderable Part of a 
Nation in Truth and Holineſs ? 

Nor hath our Foundation fell ſhort in the 
Succeſs, which its Bencfacters expected from 
it: There was once a lime, when there 
was in the Kingdom of all Faculties at leaſt 
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Sixty Doctors, who had their Education 
here; when moſt of the public Profeſſorſhips 
were fill d by our Members; when we had 
near half the Deaneries together in Poſſeſſion, 
both the Archiepiſcopal and ſeven other Mi- 
tres at once on the Heads of ſuch as had 
been of this Society. It is pardonable to be 
particular in a Circumſtance, fo much for 
our Glory, ſo very extraordinary, that per- 
haps no College in either Univerſity can 
boaſt of any Thing like it. 

Beſides theſe, and numerous others of the 
greateſt Church-men, if we may go about 
to Glory in ſuch of our Society who have 
worn the long Robe with Splendour, we 
coud mention a Cook, a Bacon, and a 
greater Name than either of them: If in 
thoſe who have excell'd in all the ſprightly 
Wit and harmonious Beauties of Poeſie, we 
had a Cowley and a Dryden If the greateſt 
Depths in Mathematicks, the moſt happ 
Reſearches into natural Things be to be = 
mir d, we have lately, at leaſt ſuch was the 
Loſs that it ſtill ſeems ſo, we have buried 
a Cotes ; Newton ſtill lives, both of them 
will for ever live to our Honour. 

That ſuch Men as thefe have been pro- 
ducd, is owing to the Founders of this great 
Society; that there are ſtill amongſt us who 
have, and ſhall again greatly fill the Divi- 
nity-Chair ; who can direct the Doubting 
Conſcience, and free the Mind from thoſe 
perplexing Anxieties, to which we — 1 
able, 
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liable, thro human Weakneſs and intricate 
Circumſtances; who preſerve the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of Nations, the Rights of 
Mankind; That we have who can Mea- 
ſure the diſtant Heavens, and unravel the 
Secrets of Nature; who can repair the De- 
cays of the languiſhing Body, give new 
Life and Vigour to declining Nature, and 
retard the threatning Approaches of Death ; 
who preſerve the Tongues which have been 
ſpoken by the Mouth of God and Angels, 
and in which are written the Laws of our 
Creator, the holy Lives, and illuſtrious 
Actions of our Redeemer and his Saints ; 
In ſhort, that we have ſuch as can improve 
us in all Learning, human and divine, is the 
2 of our illuſtrious and generous Foun- 

ers. 

And as the Virtue is not, ſo I hope the 
Succeſs of the Society is not on the De- 
cline; if promiſing Merit may preſage a 
Fortune, I thall behold more than one of the 
now vacant Eſcutcheons about us embelliſh'd 
with the Enſigns of Dignities ; when ſome 
of our flouriſhing Number ſhall add Sup- 
porters to the Crown, and continue a Lu- 
ſtre to the Mitre. 

But we would willingly beſpeak greater 
Things for our Society; we would hope 
that it is here, that the laſt ſignal Gift of 
an adorable Providence, the youngeſt of 
the Royal Progeny, ſhall receive the Im- 
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provements which Letters add to the great- 
eſt natural Endowments. "Tis here, we 
pleaſe our ſelves, that he ſhall acquire 
thoſe Princely Qualities, which, in a re- 
moter Age, ſhall give a Luſtre to his Me- 
rit, as diſtinguiſhing as that of his Royal 
Grandfather ; ſhall ſhew him worthy his 
Father, and ſecond to his Brother, among 
the European Princes. 

And to make our ſelves worthy of ſuch 
pleaſing Hopes, we ſhou'd go on, as we do, 
vigorouſly to proſccute all polite and uſe- 
ful, but eſpecially Theological Studies; 
for which our Founders deſign'd the Gene- 
rality of us. Others may give livelier, 
more paſhonate 'Touches to the Canvas, or 
teach the form'd Marble to counterfeit 
Action; let them artfully raiſe the Mind 
by ſprightly Harmony, or lull it with 
ſoftly dying Sounds: "Tis our Part to 
form the Minds of Men; to inſtruct them in 
the Nature of God and his adorable Perfe- 
ctions; to ſet before them the Merits an 
Mercies of their Redeemer, the Purity 
Holineſs, Peaceableneſs, and Goodneſs re 
quir'd in the Goſpel ; to repreſent to the 
the preſent Advantages of obſerving tho 
bleſſed Laws, the Diſadvantages of negl 
ing them: But above all, to affright the 
from Sins by the Terrors of future, never 
cealing Torments; and to fire their Minds 
with the glorious Ambition of obtaining 
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immortal Rewards, inconceivable and end- 
leſs Happineſs. And if we proſecute this 
noble and principal End of our Foundation, 
as we do, as we ought, beſides the Advan- 
tages that will accrue to Religion and our 
ſelves, it will be the moſt grateful Return 
to our Benefactors; it will rejoyce their 
holy Souls to receive Companions from our 
Hands, worthy Heaven, like to themſelves. 


And now what remains, but to give 
Adoration and Thanks to the Father of 
Mercies, and Fountain of Goodneſs, God 
bleſſed for ever, who put it into the 
Minds of our Benefactors to do ſo many 
great 'Things for us: 'To give numerous 
Bleſſings to their Memory, fo whom we 
have receivd ſuch unſpeakable Advanta- 
ges: To make a thouſand Vows to do 
our Parts towards the great Ends which 
they propos d in their Liberality : That 
we ſend up continual Supplications to the 
eternal Throne ; that this Royal and Re- 
ligious Foundation may continue a, Semi- 
nary to Piety, Learning and Loyalty; may 
ſtand unimpair'd by the Injuries of 'Time, 
be coeval with the Chriſtian Church, and 
not diffoly'd but with the Univerſe. 
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